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The Invasive , Exotic ñDirty Dozensò 

What follows are examples of the plants and 
animals that are invading, infesting, and damaging 
Houstonôs bayous and creeks.  Many of these 
species were deliberately introduced and others by 
accident from the nursery and landscape trade and 
the aquarium trade. 
 

(Full List) 
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Trees  

Camphor Tree  ï Cinnamomum camphora 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 100 ft. 
Å Evergreen Aromatic Leaves 
Å Displacing Native Trees and Plants 

Throughout the Southern United States 
Å Increasing Level of Infestation 
Å Sold in the Nursery and  Landscape 

Trade 
Å Native to Asia 
 

Chinaberry ï Melia azedarach 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft. or More 
Å Displacing Native Plant Species All 

Over the United States 
Å Produces Much Fruit and Seeds 
Å Recently Reintroduced Into the Nursery 

and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to China 

Chinese Elm ï Ulmus parvifolia 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is 40-60 ft.  
Å Wind Blown Seeds 
Å Leaves are Glossy and Smooth  
Å Extensively Planted as a Street Tree 
Å Native to China 
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Trees  

Chinese Tallow ï Sapium sebiferum 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft. 
Å Very High Seed Germination  
Å Infesting Much of the Southern United 

States 
Å Capable of Heavy Displacement of 

Native Plant Species  
Å Native to China 

Crape Myrtle ï Lagerstroemia indica and 
Lagerstroemia indica x fauriei 
Å Invasive, Exotic Deciduous Small Tree 
Å Height is to 20 ft. or More 
Å Pink, Red, or White Flowers 
Å Exfoliating Bark 
Å Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs  
Å It is Thought that Specimens Found in 

the Wild Could Be Non-Sterile Hybrids 
Å Native to China and Japan 
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Trees  

Loquat ï Eriobotrya japonica 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 25 ft. 
Å Widely Cultivated as a Subtropical 

Ornamental and for the Edible Fruit 
Å Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs 
Å Native to China and Japan 

Mimosa, Silk Tree  ï Albizia julibrissin 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft.  
Å Fluffy Pink Flowers  
Å Readily Self Seeds 
Å Escapes Cultivation and Can Be Found 

in Wooded and Riparian Areas 
Å Native to Asia 

Golden Rain Tree ï Koelreuteria paniculata 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree  
Å Height is to 45-60 ft.  
Å Yellow Flowers  
Å Displaces Native Plants With High 

Numbers of Seedlings 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 

Å Native to Asia 
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White Mulberry ï Morus alba 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 80 ft. 
Å Leaves Ovate to 4 inches Long, Glossy 

Green Above 
Å Fruit is White, Pinkish, or Blackish 

Purple 

Å Native to China 

Tree of Heaven ï Ailanthus altissima 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 60 ft.  
Å Has Infested More Than 80% of the 

United States 
Å Suckers Profusely and Self Seeds 
Å Native to China 

Paper Mulberry ï Broussonetia papyrifera  
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree 
Å Height is to 40 ft.  
Å Fluffy Pink Flowers  
Å Readily Self Seeds 
Å Escapes Cultivation and Can Be Found 

in Wooded and Riparian Areas 
Å Native to Asia 

Trees  
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Elaeagnus x ebbingei 

Macrophylla x pungens 

Chinese Privet ï Ligustrum sinense 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 12 ft. 
Å Heavily Displaces Native Trees and Shrubs 
Å Epidemic Level of Infestation 
Å Often Mistaken For Yaupon - Ilex vomitoria) 

 
Yaupon - Ilex vomitoria 

Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade in 
a Variegated Form  

Å Native to China 

Shrubs  

Eleagnus ï Elaeagnus x ebbingei 
(macrophylla x pungens) 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 9 ft. 
Å Evergreen in Mild Climates 
Å Leaves are Elliptic, Green Above, 

Silvery Below 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape 

Trade 
Å Both Parent Species are Native to 

China and Japan 
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Shrubs  

False Jerusalem Cherry ï Solanum 
capsicastrum 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 2 ft.  
Å Berries Turn From Pale Orange to Red 
Å White Flowers 
Å Invades Wooded Areas 
Å Native to Brazil 

Heavenly Bamboo, Nandina ï Nandina 
domestica 
Å Invasive, Exotic Evergreen to Semi-

Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is to 6ft.  
Å Easily Noticeable Red Berries and Red 

Fall Color 
Å Displaces Native Plants in  Woodland and 

Riparian Habitats 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native from India to S.E. Asia 

Jerusalem Cherry  ï Solanum 
pseudocapsicum 
Å Invasive, Exotic Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is to 1-2 ft. 
Å Small Star Shaped White Flowers 
Å Fruit Changes From Green to Orange 

to Red 
Å Native to Eastern South America 
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Shrubs  

Macartney Rose  ï Rosa bracteata 
Å Invasive, Exotic Evergreen Shrub 
Å Height is 30 ft.  
Å White Flowers 
Å Heavy Thorns 
Å Was Used as a Living Fence Before the 

Advent of Barbed Wire Fences 

Å Native to Asia 

Pittosporum ï Pittosporum tobira  
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is to 8 ft. 
Å Star Shaped Cream Colored Flowers in 

Spring and Summer 
Å Oval to Oblong Shiny Green or 

Variegated Leaves 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 

Å Native to China and Japan 

Rose of Sharon ï Hibiscus syriacus 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height is 6-10 ft.  
Å Flowers are Bluish-Lavender or  
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to Eastern Asia 
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Shrubs  

Salt Cedar ï Tamarix spp. 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrubs to Small Trees 
Å Height is to 15 ft.  
Å Pink or White Flowers 
Å Drives Natives Out and Grows Heavily 

Along Riparian Corridors 
Å Native to Areas of the Old World 

Å Shiny Xylosma ï Xylosma congestum  
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub to Small Tree 
Å Height is Up to 15 ft.  
Å Black, bb Sized Berries in Mid Fall 
Å Glossy, Evergreen Leaves, New Growth 

is Reddish  
Å Cultivated Specimens Donôt Usually Have 

Spines, but Plants Produced from the 
Fruit Will Grow Spines 

Å Native to China 
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Shrubs  

Trifoliate Orange ï Poncirus trifoliata  
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrub 
Å Height up to 30 feet 
Å White Flowers 
Å Forms Colonies in Woodland and 

Riparian Areas 
Å Used as an Impenetrable Hedge Plant 

Because of the Thorns 
Å Also Extensively Used  for Orange Stocks 
Å Native to Asia 

Wax Leaf Ligustrum, Tree Ligustrum  ï 
Ligustrum japonicum, lucidum, quihoui 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrubs to Small Trees 
Å Height is 6-30 ft. 
Å Evergreen Leaves 
Å Cream Colored Flowers 
Å Bluish Purple Fruit 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Epidemic Level of Infestation 
Å Very Large Specimens are Often Tree 

Ligustrum ï Ligustrum lucidum 
Å Native to Asia 
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Shrub s 

Wintercreeper Euonymus ï Euonymus 
fortunei 
Å Evergreen Vine or Shrubby Groundcover 
Å Height is to 3 ft. or it Can Climb to 70 ft. and 

Smother Trees and Shrubs  
Å Glossy Evergreen leaves 
Å Greenish White Flowers 
Å Orange Fruits  
Å Introduced in the United States in 1907 
Å Native to Asia 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Alligator Weed ï Alternanthera philoxeroides 
Å Invasive, Exotic Aquatic Perennial Herb 
Å White Flowers 
Å Clogs Shorelines of Waterways 
Å Destroys Native Wetland and Riparian 

Vegetation 
Å Native to South America 

Asiatic Dayflower ï Commelina communis 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual Groundcover 
Å Leaves are Ovate to Lanceolate, 4 in. 

Long and 1 ¼ in. Wide 
Å Upper Two Petals are Blue and the Lower 

Petal is Pale and Smaller 

Å Native to Eastern Asia 

Bishopôs Weed ï Ammi majus  
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is 3-4 ft. 
Å White Flowers April to June 
Å Leaves to 8 inches 

Å Native to Europe and Asia 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Black Medic ï Medicago lupulina 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Stems to 2 ft., Forming Creeping Mats 
Å Tiny Clusters of Yellow Flowers March ï 

December 
Å Widespread Throughout North America 
Å Native to Europe 

Brazilian Vervain ï Verbena brasiliensis 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial 
Å Height is 6-8 ft. 
Å Tall, Weedy Growth Habit 
Å Lilac to Purple Flowers 
Å Infests Prairies and Edges and Openings 

in Wooded Areas  

Å Native to South America 

Bur Clover ï Medicago polymorpha 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Stems to 20 inches, Sprawling, Mat 

Forming 
Å Tiny Yellow Clusters of 3 to 5 Flowers 

February to June 
Å Spiny Spiral Fruits 

Å Native to Europe and Asia 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Cast Iron Plant ï Aspidistra elatior  
Å Invasive, Exotic Evergreen Perennial 
Å Height is to 2 ft. 
Å Leathery, Glossy, Lance-Shaped Leaves  
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 

Å Native to China 

Castor Bean ï Ricinus communis 
Å Invasive, Exotic Tree-Like Annual 
Å Height is to 15 ft. or More 
Å Seeds are Poisonous 
Å Commercial Source of Castor Oil 
Å Native to Africa 

Chamber Bitter ï Phyllanthus urinaria 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is to 1 ft. 
Å Leaves Mostly Oblong or Acute 
Å This Plant was Thought to be Only in 
Jefferson County in the 1960ôs 

Å Native to the Old World Tropics 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Chickweed ï Stellaria media  
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual Groundcover 
Å White Flowers Bloom November to May 
Å Leaves are Small Opposite and Oval 
Å Invader of Lawns and Fields 

Å Native to Europe and Asia 

Chocolate Weed ï Melochia corchorifolia 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is 3-5 ft. 
Å Small Pink Flowers in a Dense Terminal 

Head 
Å Native to Old World Tropics 

Crimson Clover ï Trifolium incarnatum 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is to 3 ft. 
Å Red Flowers in Spring and Summer 
Å Introduced as Forage and Part of Crop 

Rotation 

Å Native to Europe 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Curly Dock ï Rumex crispus 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial Herb 
Å Height is 2-4 ft. 
Å Tiny Green Flowers March-May 
Å Established Throughout the United States 

Å Native to Europe 

Dandelion ï Taraxacum officinale 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Low Growing 
Å Yellow Blooms Year Round in Texas 
Å Naturalized Across Much of North America 
Å Native to Eurasia 

Dotted Bridal Veil ï Gibasis pellucida 
Å Invasive, Exotic Herbaceous Groundcover 
Å White Flowers 
Å Displacing Many Native Plants Along 

Streams in the Southern United States 
Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to Tropical America, Including 

Mexico 
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Elephant Ear ï Colocasia esculenta 
Å Invasive, Exotic Aquatic Plant 
Å Height is to 6 ft.  
Å Large Leaves are Shaped Similar to an 

Elephants Ears 
Å Infesting Wetland and Riparian Habitats in 

Over 1/3 of the United States 
Å A Gambusia Species of Fish Endemic to 

Texas Was Driven to Extinction Because of 
Elephant Ear 

Å Heavily Sold in the Nursery and Landscape 
Trade 

Å Native to Asia 

Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

False Asiatic Hawksbeard ï Youngia 
japonica 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is to 2 ft. 
Å Yellow Flowers  
Å Widely Advancing in the Southeastern 

U.S. 
Å Native to Asia 

Giant Salvinia ï Salvinia molesta 
Å Invasive, Exotic Aquatic Plant 
Å Doubles Size in 2-4 Days 
Å Destroys Aquatic Habitats in Slow 

Moving Fresh Water  
Å Salt is Lethal to This Plant 
Å Eradicated From South Carolina, but Still 

a Problem in Texas and Louisiana 
Å Native to Brazil 
Å  



 
BPA, Eric Ruckstuhl: ñDirty Dozensò, Page 18  

Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Hairy Buttercup ï Ranunculus sardous 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial 
Å Stems are Suberect, Not Rooting  
Å Yellow Flowers 
Å Naturalized Mostly in Sea Ports in 

North America 

Å Native to Old World 

Henbit ï Lamium amplexicaule 
Å Invasive, Exotic Annual 
Å Height is 3-16 inches 
Å Pink to Purple Flowers Year-round 
Å Edible Plant 
Å Common Invader of Lawns   

Å Native to Europe 

Hydrilla ï Hydrilla verticillata 
Å Invasive, Exotic Aquatic Plant 
Å Displaces Native Wetland Vegetation 
Å Most Introductions Were Caused By 

Careless Aquarists  

Å Native to Old World 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Ind ian Strawberry, Mock Strawberry ï 
Duchesnea indica 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial 

Groundcover 
Å Reaches 4 inches in Height 
Å Yellow Flowers 
Å Red Fruit 
Å Resembles Native Strawberry 
Å Native to India and China 

Japanese Mazus ï Mazus japonicus 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial 

Groundcover 
Å Mat Forming 
Å Blue Flowers to ¾ inch Long, and 

Lower Lip is Brown Spotted and 
Bearded 

Å Native to Eastern Asia 

Lantana ï Lantana camara 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrubby Perennial 
Å Height is to 6 ft. 
Å Widely Sold in the Nursery and 

Landscape Trade 
Å Wild Form Has Pink and Yellow 

Flowers but Cultivars Come in Various 
Colors 

Å Native to the W. Indies 
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Perennials  Annuals  Herbaceous  
 

Mexican Hydrangea  ï Clerodendrum bungei 
Å Invasive, Exotic Shrubby Perennial 
Å Height is to 6 ft.  
Å Flower Color is Dark Pink 
Å Displaces Native Vegetation  
Å Naturalized in the Gulf States Since Before 
the 1970ôs. 

Å Sold in the Nursery and Landscape Trade 
Å Native to China * Not Mexico ! 

Mexican Petunia ï Ruellia brittoniana 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial  
Å Height is 3 ft. , (Katieôs is a Dwarf Form) 
Å Purple, Pink, or White Flowers 
Å Crowds Out Native Plants 
Å Heavily Sold in the Nursery and 

Landscape Trade 

Å Native to Mexico 

Moss Verbena ï Verbena tenuisecta 
Å Invasive, Exotic Perennial 
Å Spreading Perennial to 1 ft. in Height 
Å Lilac Flowers 
Å Often Confused with Dakota Vervain 
ï Verbena bipinnatifida 

Å Native to S. America 

Dakota Vervain ï Verbena bipinnatifida 


